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Birney car 41 of the Stockton Electric Railroad at the carbarn at California and Oak 
Streets taken on June 5, 1939 by Al Phelps. This was one of the 41-45 series cars 
purchased in 1919 to start one-man service on the system. 
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The above map and portions of the text taken from "Electric Railroading in Central California" 
by John W. Dodge in the December, 1956 issue of Pacific Railway Journal, copyright 1956 and used 


with permission. 
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Stockton Electric Railroad narrow gauge car number 12 on the Main and El Dorado 
Streets line sometime between 1892 and 1905 when the system was converted to 
standard gauge. From the collection of James Morley. 


STOCKTON ELECTRIC RAILWAY 


Visitors arriving at Stockton's old Southern Pacific depot in the 
early days of the century had their choice for a ride uptown--both the 
bright yellow cars of the Stockton Electric on Main St. (south of the 
depot) and the red cars of the Centrai California Traction Co. on Weber 
Ave. (north of the depot) would take them there. If they came into 
town on the Santa Fe, Stockton Electric was nearby on San Joaquin St., 
CCT only two blocks west, on Center St. Stockton was an important cen- 
tral California railroad center, and heavily loaded passenger trains 
arrived and departed frequently. Taxis were pretty much a novelty at 
the beginning of the century, and since only the well-to-do owned carria- 
ges or automobiles, in Stockton, as in similar towns all over the coun- 
try, streetcars performed the important function of taking people to and 
from the depot. 

Stockton had more than its share of streetcars. By 1906, the year 
nearby San Francisco shook and burned, Stockton had two competing trolley 
systems, althouvh its population was then no more than 20,000. Stockton$s 
traction days really began in 1892, when the narrow-gauge line of the 
Stockton Eiectric RR replaced the local horsecar system, 


The Stockton Electric Railroad Co. was incorporated on Decem- 
ber 29, 1891. The company acquired the Stockton Street Railway Com- 
pany, which was a horse car line. The later system had its begin- 
ning on April 6, 1874 with a line on Main and California Streets bet- 
ween the SP depot and the state Mental Hospital. The "“bob-tailed cars" 
as they were commonly known as to the loca: citizens were drawn by 
mules. There were two short lines and passengers used the cars chief- 
ly to keep out of the mud. The Stockton Street Railroad Co, was op- 
tioned to one James A. Louttit in 1891. He secured a franchise for 
electric operation and he organized the Stockton Electric Railroad. 
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Stockton Electric two-man car on upper Main Street prior to 1928. R. C. 


Brandt collection 


With the advent of the electric car into the street railway 
field on July 13, 1892 the mule cars were disposed of by August, 1892 
and a double track narrow gauge electric system was in operation on 
Main, E! Dorado, California and San Joaquin Streets, with improve- 
ments added as time progressed. 


In 1905 the Southern Pacific Company acquired ail of the stock of 
the Stockton E1tectric Railroad Company paying the sum of $125,000. 
1905 a standard gauge line was constructed on Poplar Street, from El 
Dorado to Stockton and opened in July, 1905. During the 
the entire street railway system was converted to 
ing 114 pound rail in paved streets, 


In 


following year 
standard gauge lay- 


About the same time that the Stockton Electric was being converted 
to standard gauge the Central California Traction Company was organized 
for the purpose of running an interurban line from Stockton to Lodi 
they also undertook to provide local street 
competition with the Stockton Electric. 


and 
car service in Stockton in 


The "Traction Company” operated only two city lines--the Pilgrim- 
San Joaquin line and the Center-Aurora line (both are shown on the map). 
CCT city service was less frequent--and not as well patronized--as 
Stockton Electric's 


A visitor who took a CCT city car might have thought that he was 
in a Los Angeles suburb, for CCT's city trolleys were smaller editions 
of the Pacific Electric city cars of the day. Of the conventional Cal- 
ifornia type, with the distinctive five-window Los Angeles fronts, they 
were deck-roofed, with two paris of seats in each open section and long- 
itudinal seats in the closed section--and they were only 32 feet long. 
Five of the CCT city cars had been built by Hammond in San Francisco 
with four-window, straight-side closed section. But the other seven, 
built by St. Louis, with five-window, curved-side closed sections, were 
much better proportioned. The well-built St. Louis-built cars had a 
long and useful career--much of it in Sacramento, 
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Stockton Electric Railroad car 17 on the California Street line near the carbarn prior to 


1928. The placement of the steps on cars 1-18 did not permit pay-as-you-enter fare coll- 
ecton or one-man operation and they were withdrawn in 1928. R. C, Brandt collection 


As Stockton grew (its population increased from 23,000 in 1910 to 
40,000 in 192U), the local trolley system expanded to meet 


its growing 
needs. 


In 1911, Stockton Electric ordered three 39-foot conventional 
California-type cars arranged for pay-as-you-enter operation fromt he 
American Car Co. They were delivered in 1912, In 1913, SERR built a 
line on Ophir St. from Main St. to the north city limits at Harding Way. 
The Poplar St. line, which had already been routed downtown, was exten- 
ded out Ophir St. and then extended north and west into a new develop- 
ment known as Yosemite Terrace. 


For reasons best known to itself, in 1913 SP purchased 36 steel 
stepless, or “Dragon,” cars for its subsidiary traction lines. 
of them were assigned to the Pasadena PE lines, four to Fresno, and six 
each to San Jose and Stockton. It would have been hard to design a car 
less suited to Stockton, where hot weather and dusty streets made rid- 
ing close to the ground with restricted vision and poor ventilation 
most unpleasant. And the "Dragons" were terribly slow. These unhappy 
cars were used on the Main-El Dorado line until 1921, when they were 
sent to PE as Nos. 75-80. They ended their days in Long Beach. 


Twenty 


Additional lines were constructed. In September, 1913 the Ophir 
Street Line one mile in length from Main Street to North Street, 


(now 
Harding Way) was opened, 


In 1914 the Central California Traction came under the control of the 
Southern Pacific and a unification of the street railway systems was 
ordered. The Stockton Electric Railroad leased certain portions of 
CCT system and some trackage was abandoned, The tracks leased from the 
Central California Traction Company were on Center Street from South 
Street to Weber Ave; On Weber Avenue from Madison Street to Pilgrim 
Street; On Vine Street from Weber Avenue to Park Street; On Aurora 
Street from Weber Avenue to Park Street; On Pilgrim Street fromthe 
Santa Fe Railroad intersection north to Weber Avenue. 
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Central California traction car westbound on Webber Avenue headed for Center and South 


Streets on the Aurora-Center Streets line, sometime before 1915. R.C. Brandt collection 


The Stockton Electric operated over all of these tracks with the 
exception of that west of Center Street on Weber Avenue, and east of 
Sacramento Street and the portion of Pilgrim Street trackage between 
Weber Avenue and Main Street. The three blocks of track from Weber 
Avenue and Sacramento by way of Weber and Pilgrim to Pilgrim and Main 
Street were used to "dead head" cars to ani from the carhouse only. 
The lease gave the Central California Traction Company specific rights 
to joint use of the track on Weber Avenue and to use all of the other 
lines as it may require. On the tracks jointiy usea by the Central 
California Traction Co. one half of the maintainence cost was assumed. 
The tracks on a portion of Weber Avenue and Center Streets leased from 
the Central California Traction Company were in turn leased to the 
Tidewater Southern Railway Company for an annual rental of $3,500.00. 


The Central California Traction Company retained one street car 
line known as the “Sunnyside Line" running on Park Street, Wilson Way 
and Cherokee Lane as far as the C.C.T. Shops. One shuttle car on a 
20-minute heading was used and transfers were interchan-ed with the 
Stockton Electric at Ophir and Park Streets. The Stockton Electric 
received .03¢ for each Central California Traction transfer ana paid 
-02¢ for each transfer collected on the Central California Traction Co. 
line. The amount of traffic on this one line was negligible. CCT 
tried to abandon this line in 1927, but was not successful until 1931 
in ending service. 


During 1914 the Tuxedo Land Company negotiated extensions of the 
El Dorado Street Line into their new subdivision known as Tuxedo Park 
and gave the Stockton Electric Railroad Co. a number of lots inthe 
newly created subdivision as a bonus. List price of the bonus was 
$75,000, The lots were later sold by the electric line. In 1924 the 
Tuxedo Park Line was further extended to reach the newly built College 
of the Pacific. Also during 1925 the Main Street Line was extended 
about one mile into the Fair Oaks District which replaced a ous line 
which had previously served this area. 
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Central California Traction cars 100 and 101 at North San Joaquin Street and Minor Avenue 
in 1906 just prior to the opening of regular service. R. C. Brandt collection 


The Birney appeared in Stockton in 1918. The first five, Nos.41- 
45, part of an order from Brill by the SP for use on its various trac- 
tion properities, were assigned to the former CCT lines. Fifteen more 
Birneys (nos. 46-60) arrived in 1920. This lot took over ail the lines 
except the Main-§1 Dorado, on which double-truck cars 21-23 ani a few of 
the older cars continued to run. Of the older cars, Nos. 1, 2, 5, and 
6 (the last of the 1-18 group that remained had their steps moved to the 
ends to permit one-man operation). But when Birneys 61-66 arrived, all 
the older cars were replaced--Nos. 21-23 went to San Jose, W cre they 
joined similar cars from Fresno; two of the others went to the CCT at 
Sacramento, where they ran as second Nos. 101 and 108 until the cars 
from Fresno replaced them in 1939. 


Maintenance of tracks consisted of a tract gang of six men under 
the supervision of a joint Central California Traction and Stockton 
Electric Roadmaster and any necessary road work was done by Central 
California Traction forces. The Stockton Electric supplied the tools 
and material. The maintainence work on all Stockton Electric Rail- 
road Company equipment was performed in the shops of the Central Calif- 
ornia Traction Company with material furnished by the Stockton Elec- 
tric and a portion of the Central California Traction Company shop 
foreman's wages were paid by the Stockton Electric Railroad. The 
power to operate the road was purchased from the Western States Elec- 
tric Company at 600 volts D.C., this company was later absorbed by the 
P.G.&E. Company and power was furnished by this company. 


The accounting was performed by clerks in the employ of the Paci- 
fic Electric Railway in Los Angeles, and the road was under the manage- 
ment of F. W. Webster, who acted as Manaver for all Southern Pacific 
subsidiary electric railway lines, 
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The above map shows the Stockton Electric system in 1927. Six cars 
on the Main & El Dorado line and four on the Vine & Ophir were then 
operated two-man. The Commission suggested the Vine Street line be 
qgbandoned and the Poplar Street line be combined with the Ophir Street 
line to cut down car miles. Apparently other means were found for 
the system went one-man in 1928 and the Vine Street abandonment did not 
take place until 1933, The company petitioned to abandon the Pilgrim 
Street and Aurora-Center Streets lines later in 1933, but the rest of 
the system remained in operation until final abandonment, 


: _The Southern Pacific sold the Stockton Electric Railroad to Paci- 
fic City Lines, which operates under the name of Stockton Cit: Lines 
on April Ist, 1939, In Uctober 1940 the Stockton City Lines placed 
five motor coaches in service on the Poplar-Main and Gphir Lines re- 


taining partial rail operation unti1 September 1941 when all rail Oper- 
ation was abandoned in favor of buses. 
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Stockton Electric Railroad car 31 on the northern end of the California Street line in 1913 


shortly after the 31-36 were delivered. A posed company photo courtesy of General Electric. 


1927 OPERATING DATA 











One-Way Headways l-way Number 

Line Length Norm. Peak Time M.P.H. Cars Type Car 
Main & El Dorado 4.93 10 10 30 9.86 6 Two-Man 
Vine & Ophir 3,03 10 10 20 9,09 4 Two-Man 
Poplar Street 2.65 8 5 16 9,93 5 Birney 
Center Street 2.10 10 10 15 8.40 3 Birney 
California-San Joaquin 3.85 6 5* 24 9.24 9 Birney 
Pilgrim Street 255 10 10 - 6.60 1 Birney 


*additional cars operated on Poplar Street Line and California-San 
Joaquin Line during peak hours 7-9 AM and 11:30 AM to 6:00 PM except 
during summer season. 


CREDITS Material originally compiled by Vernon Sappers from California 
Railroad Commission material and other sources. Supplemented 

by portions of "Electric Railroading in Central California" by John W, 

Dodge. Pictures from Western Railroader Collection as credited. 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA TRACTION - Stockton Streetcars 


21-22 Old type California car Second hand. #21 made into 
sprinkler in 1912, 

100-101 California PAYE type Hammond, 1906 straight steel sides 

102-104 California PAYE type St Louis 1906 curved sides 

105-107 California PAYE type Hammond, 1906 straight sides 

108-111 California PAYE type St Louis 1906 curved sides 





Two of the Hammond cars went to Reno Traction about 1915 to become 
their 6 and 7, Car 110 later went to Reno Traction with same number. 


After 1915 consolidation one car used on Stockton Sunnyside Line and 
rest went to Sacramento service. 
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CAR NO. 


1-18 
21-23 
31-36 
41-45 
46-60 
61-66 
141-146 
01 

02 











61-66 
141-14 


Stockton Electric Railroad car 2 after rebuilding to PAYE car. 
rebuilt in 1917-21 to move steps to the end of the cars, but as late as 1927 were still two- 
man operated. Due to changes in the trucks the conversion cost about $2000 per car and the 
rest of the series 1-18 were not converted. L. J. Ciapponi photograph 





Cars 1, 2, 5 and 6 were 


STOCKTON ELECTRIC RAILROAD 





YEAR SEATING 
TYPE BUILT BUILDER MOTORS WE IGHT CAPACITY 








California 1906 St. Louis 2GE 40 hp 17 tons 4” passengers 
California 1912 American 2GE 50 hp 17 tons 40 passeners 


Cent. Ent. 1913 Brill 2GE #210 20 tons 51 passengers 
Birney 1919 American 2GE 25 hp 8 tons 28 passengers 
Birney 1921 St.Louis 2GE 25 hp 8 tons 28 passengers 
Birney 1921 American 2GE 25 hp 8 tons 28 passengers 
Birney 1920 St.Louis 2GE 25 hp 8 tons 34 passengers 
Sprinkler 1908 Unknown 1GE 25 hp -- -- 


Work Motor 1908 S.E.RR. 2WP 15 hp -- -- 


EQUIPMENT NOTES 

Cars 15 and 16 retired prior to 1927; Cars 1, 2, 5 and 6 had steps 
moved to ends 1917-1921 for PAYE operation. Two of these cars 
became CCT 2nd 101 and 2nd 108 in 1928 in Sacramento service. 
These cars went to San Jose in 1928 and operated with same numbers 
until final abandonment of that system in 1938. 

These cars leased from Southern Pacific. Sent to Pacific Electric 
in 1921 and became PE 75-80. Used in Long Beach until 1936, 
First birney cars of the Stockton Electric. 

These cars leased from Southern Pacific. Cars 59-60 sent to the 
Fresno Traction in 1924, 

Purchased from the San Diego Electric Railway in 1925. 
6 These cars leased from Southern Pacific. Originally leased to 
an Jose Railroads. Operated in Stockton 1937 to 1939, 





Ol This car carried a tank 16' long 4'6" in diameter. Had single Brill 
21-B truck. 
02 This car had single Brill 21-A truck, 
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Stockton Electric Railroad car 50 on the East Main Street line about 1939. This was one of 
the 46-60 class cars leased from the Southern Pacific. Photograph by Paul Darrell 











Stockton Electric Railroad car 62 on the South San Joaquin-California Street line on November 
26, 1939. This was one of the 61-66 series cars purchased from the San Diego Electrie Rail- 
way in 1925. 
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Stockton Electric Railroad sprinkler car 01 at the rear of the California Street carbarn 
-- J. L. Ciapponi photograph 
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Stockton Electric Railroad work car at the California Street carbarn November 26, 1939. P 
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Stockton Electric Railroad car 144 on Main Street at the Southern Pacific crossing on November 
24, 1938. This was one of the 141-146 series of Trust Equipment leased from the Southern 
Pacific previously used on the San Jose Railroads with the same numbers. W. C. Whittaker photo. 
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UNION STREET LINE "GOLD SPIKE" 
The Oakland Terminal and the Western Pacific drove a gold spike 
a PY on March 1 for the opening of the new Union Street trackage 
heteeial connecting the Oakland Terminal at 12th Street with the W.P. 
. eA on 3rd Street. Oakland Terminal diesel #1 touched couplers 
= with Western Pacific diesel 508. This was the first, and 
presumably the last daylight operation over the line as the Oakland 
City franchise calls for night-time operation only. 
suri) 4jqThe Sacramento Northern meantime saw its last operation to 
West Layfette though reports still persist that the Alameda- 
Contra Costa Transit District may yet buy the portion now abandoned, 
Motors 652, 653 and 654 have been sent to Marysville for switching 
service and motors 430 and 650 have been delivered to Purdy Company 
for scrap. 


POWELL-HYDE LINE TO START APRIL 1 
The Municipal Railway management has announced that the Powell 
Hyde line will start service April 1 following front-page 

& criticism of the management for the California Street shut- 

down, The city engineers flatly admit error in shutting 
down the California Street line long before they were ready 

to start reconstruction and now estimate it will be October before the 

line will be back in service. 










- URBAN _STALEMATES 

Quite a contrast in state laws is revealed in the 
current status of the disputes between the Key System 
and the Califomia PUC and the Portland Traction and 
the Oregon PUC. In California the commission has 
deeided that the Key System will either pay for the terminal revisions 
mecessary for an off-the-street terminal or continue full rail operat- 
ions. In Oregon the PUC has ordered the Portland Traction to resume 
transfers or a bus shuttle connecting the interurbans with down-town 
Portland, but the company meantime has provided no service and has 
sought a court order to bar enforcement of the PUC order. The Oregon 
PUC has charged that the stall has been put into effect to kill the 
service (patronage has dropped 30% so far) so that the line can be sold 
as a freight-Only switching road. 








SOUTHERN PACIFIC NOTES 


Dispite the abandonment of one request for passenger service 
cut-back-discontinuance of the West Coast-the State Public 
Utilities Commission has announced it will continue to hold 
hearings on the question of whether the S.P. is providing 
adequate passenger service. 


Elsewhere the S.P. has had better luck for the Nevada Commission has 
approved of abandonment of All mixed trains in that state operated by 
the S.P. including trains 606-605 between Sparks and Mina and trains 
607-608 between Hazen and Fallon. 

Just for the record the Daulton branch is now torn-up and the branch 
out of Chowchilla (formerly Chowchilla Pacific) is abandoned and partly 
torn-up. 

Steam fans of the Southern Pacific can still find one steam engine 
in operation at Bayshore Roundhouse--engine 966 0-6-0T. Steam can also 
be found at Douglas, Arizona, for service on the Nacozari Railroad in 
Mexico--three 3400's. 


MUSEUM NOTES 
The Bay Area Electric equipment formerly at 40th & Shafter 
has been moved as follows: Ex-SN 1005 has gone to the W.P. 
roundhouse in Oakland; ex-SL&U 751 has gone to the Santa Fe 
f roundhouse in Richmond; ex-SN 62 birney car shipped on a flat 
= car to Marysville; ex-Saskatoon street car to Oakland Terminal 
yard to join the R&LHS shipyard cars. 
Groundpreaking for the Maritime Museum building to house the narrow 
guage trains and S.F. transit equipment is expected shortly. 
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END OF STEAM ON WESTERN PACIFIC 





ESTERN While no regular steam operations have taken place on the WP 
Wee om for several years, occasional steam power has been used and 
—- a number of steam engines have been kept stored serviceable, 
PAC ifl As of July Ist engines 334, 486 and 165 will be retired leaving 
engine 94 for historic purposes. The water tanks and other 
steam facilities will be removed and movements will be limited to diesel. 
A farewell trip on June 15-16 with the 94 and 334 will be the final 
movement of steam power over the road. 





FERRY "EUREKA" RETIRED A broken shaft ended the days of the Southern 


Pacific ferry "Eureka"---and hopes for a fare- 
well trip on the last of the walking-beam ferries. It has been r eport- 
ed that the ferry will be donated to the Maritime Museum, 


PASSENGER EXTRAS 








The Western Pacific has been operating special trains 
for school children enroute to see Cinerama in San 
Francisco from Secramento and other valley points, A 22 car special 

of WP equipment and Pullmans are used. Further trips are scheduled for 
April 16 and 22nd. The Southern Pacific carried 3,900 persons into the 
snow country over Washington's Birthday with four extra trains. 


SHORTLINE STEAM 





We had a number of challenges on the Howard Terminal 
#6 being the only steam on shortlines, The Yreka 
Western still claims to be all steam as is the Feather River Railroad. 
I am told that the author limited his claim to the particular weekend 
of February 9-10 when the other two lines were presumed to be closed. 


Where to Railfan in Northern California 


WEEKEND, APRIL 26-29 Cal-Nevada's Western Pacific-Nevada Northern trip 
leaving Friday night via W.P. to Shafter,Nevada, 
thence behind Nevada Northern #40, 4-6-0, to Ely. Overnight in hotels 
at Ely on Saturday, Pullmans on W.P. Friday and Sunday evenings. Write 
to Arthur Lloyd, Jr., W.P.R.R., 526 Mission Street, San Francisco, Cal. 








WEEKEND, MAY 25-26 Central Coast's Northwestern Pacific-California 
Western trip leaving Saturday morning on N.W.P.'s 
"Redwood" thence from Willits on special C.W. train to Fort Bragg. Over- 
night Saturday in hotels and auto courts and return on Sunday. Write to 
Jack Gibson, 24 Pleasant St., Los Gatos, California. 





SUNDAY, JUNE 2 Joint R&LHS, C-NRHS and Nor-Cal "Peninsula Service" trip 

honoring retirement of T. Louis Chess and a farewell to 
steam on the Peninsula commute service. One day trip with picnic at 
Billy Jones' Wildcat Railroad in Los Gatos. 





WEEKEND, JUNE 15-16 Railway & Locomotive Historical Society's Western 
Pacific-Quincy Railroad trip. A farewell to steam 
on the W.P. behind 94 and 334 to Oroville thence diesel up the canyon 


with steam on the Quincy Railroad. In hotels and motels at Quincy Satur- 
day night. 





SUNDAY, JULY 7 Northern Cal's Southern Pacific "Day in Monterey” for 


the whole family, Denis-the-Menace Playground, Historic 
Buildings, Fisherman's Wharf and 17-mile Drive bus tour to Carmel and the 
Mission, 





FULL WEEK, JULY 20-27 Western Pacific railfan vacation to British 

Columbia via W.P., Great Northern (Inside Gate- 
way), SP&S and Pacific Great Eastern in a Pullman train for a full week. 
About $250.00, Write Art Lloyd, W.P.R.R., 526 Mission, San Francisco. 








SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 Joint (A11) Railfan Picnic in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains at the Cowell State Park, Felton, by 
Special Southern Pacific train with evening dinner at Santa Cruz. 
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